l88o]                             PRIME   MINISTER                                IOQ
support to her Governors abroad especially in difficult & anxious
moments, and must PROTEST against their removal on the change
of administration or because a hostile feeling is supposed to exist
among an extreme section of the House of Commons.
The Queen fears that the recall of Sir B. Frere will create an
impression that Governors abroad are only to expect support
at home from political Allies or from that party which nominated
them to their post. Some expression of regret at the necessity of
recalling him should appear in the Telegram.
The Queen CANNOT approve of this step, but will not oppose it,
as soon as she learns the name of the person who it is proposed
shld succeed Sir B. Frere at the Cape of Good Hope.
677   (Copy)   Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
July 31. 1880.
Cabinet advise Sir Hercules Robinson,1 the most eminent
Colonial Governor to succeed Sir Bartle Frere. As there must be a
rather considerable interval before he can arrive, it is proposed
to send Sir G. Strahan a trustworthy and able man as Governor
ad interim on his way to the Governorship of Tasmania. Cabinet
think it most important to send Telegram to Sir B. Frere this
evening, with regret inserted according to Your Majesty's sug-
gestion.
678                 Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
[Telegram]                                       OSBORNE. 31 July. 1880.
I approve of the arrangement you propose and you may
telegraph accordingly.
679  (Copy)   Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 133.)
LONDON. i4th Aug. 1880.
Mr. Gladstone, on returning from Windsor, has it for his first
and most agreeable duty to offer to your Majesty his grateful
thanks for the many tokens of your Majesty's gracious and
condescending kindness which he had the honour to receive both
at the acuter stage of his indisposition, and since he was able to
leave town.
1 Governor of Hong Kong, 1859-65 ; Ceylon, 1865-72 ; New South Wales,
1872-9 ; New Zealand, 1879-80.